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These shares were then distributed among the pro-
prietors of the theatre, who at that time were not
actors, the performers, and the dramatick poets, who
were retained in the service of the theatre, and re-
ceived a part of the annual produce as a compensation
for the pieces which they producedI.

undoubtedly mistaken, as is proved by the petition or memorial
printed below, (see n. 1,) and by Sir Henry Herbert's statement
of Thomas Killigrew's profits. If every whole sharer had got
lOQOl. per ami. then the annual receipts must have been near
13,000?. In 1743, after Mr. Garrick had appeared, the theatre
of Drury Lane did not receive more than 15,0001. per ann.

1 Gildon, in his Laws of Poetry, 8vo. 1721, observes, that
" after the Restoration, when the two houses struggled for the
favour of the town, the taking poets were secured to either house
by a sort of retaining fee, which seldom or never amounted to
more than forty shillings a week, nor was that of any long con-
tinuance." He appears to have under-rated their profits ; but
the fact to which he alludes is incontestably proved by the fol-
lowing paper, which remained long in the hands of the Killigrew
family, and is now [1790] in the possession of Mr. Reed of
Staple Inn, by whom it was obligingly communicated to me some
years ago. The superscription is lost, but it was probably ad-
dressed to the Lord Chamberlain, or the King, about the year
1678:

** Whereas upon Mr. Dryden's binding himself to write three
playes a yeere, hee the said Mr. Dryden was admitted and con-
tinued as a sharer in the king's playhouse for diverse years, and
received for his share and a quarter three or four hundred pounds,
communibus annis / but though he received the moneys, we re-
ceived not the playes, not one in ayeare. After which, the house
being burnt, the company in building another, contracted great
debts, so that shares fell much sh&rt of what they were for-
merly. Thereupon Mr. Dryden complaining to the company of
his want of proffit, the company was so kind to him that they not
only did not presse him for the playes which he so engaged to
write for them, and for which he was paid beforehand, but they
did also at his earnest request give him a third day for his last
new play called All for Love ; and at the receipt of the money of
the said third day, he acknowledged it as a guift, and a particular
kindnesse of the company. Yet notwithstanding this kind pro-
ceeding, Mr. Dryden has now, jointly with Mr. Lee, (who was in
pension with us to the last day of our playing, arid shall continue,)
written a play called Oedipus, and given it to the Duke's com-